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presented lecture recitals nationally and internationally on the music of Tania 
Leon, Dianne Goolkasian Rahbee, Henriette Bosmans and Grazyna Bacewicz.  
She is the recipient of several grants and awards including the Jordan D. Fiore 
Research in World Justice Award and Bridgewater State University and Faculty 
and Librarian Grants.  Her students have performed in Belgium, Japan, and the 
United States in music festivals and competitions.  
 
In addition, she served on the faculty of the International Master Classes in 
Belgium with Madame Diane Anderson. She is currently a member of the 
faculty of the Grumo International Music Festival and a founding member of 
Bridgewater State University’s Faculty Trio, Trio Fiero. 
 
Her teachers include Joel Shapiro, Eckhart Sellheim and Robert Roux and, at 
the prestigious Manchester University School of Music, U.K. she studied piano 
with Gordon Fergus-Thomson.  Deborah Nemko received her doctoral degree 
from the University of Arizona under the tutelage of noted concert pianist, Dr. 
Nohema Fernandez.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Illinois State University 
College of Fine Arts 
School of Music 
 
 
 
Charles W. Bolen Faculty Recital Series 
 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
 
Music from Spain and Latin America 
 
 
 
Adriana Ransom, Cello 
With 
 
Guest Artist 
Deborah Nemko, Piano 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Kemp Recital Hall 
  October 9, 2014 
  Thursday Evening 
  7:30 p.m. 
This is the nineteenth program of the 2014-2015 season. 
Program 
 
 
Please turn off all electronic devices for the duration of the concert. Thank you. 
 
 
Sonata in Old Spanish Style Gaspar Cassadó  
   Largo; Allegro (1897-1966) 
   Grave 
   Danza con variazioni 
 
 
Suite Espagnole Joaquín Nin  
   Vieja Castilla (1879-1949) 
   Murciana 
   Asturiana 
   Andaluza 
 
 
Pampeana No. 2 Albero Ginastera 
  (1916-1983) 
 
 
~ Intermission ~ 
 
 
Alma Brasiliara, Choros No. 5 Heitor Villa-Lobos  
  (1887-1959) 
 
 
Le Grand Tango Astor Piazzolla 
  (1921-1992) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Biographies 
 
Adriana La Rosa Ransom is Associate Professor of Cello and Director of 
String Project and the Community School for the Arts at Illinois State 
University.  She received a Bachelor of Music degree from the University of 
Missouri where she studied with Nina Gordon. She earned Master and 
Doctorate degrees from the University of Minnesota where she studied cello 
with Tanya Remenikova and chamber music with Jorja Fleezanis and Lydia 
Artymiw. As a soloist, Ms. Ransom has recently appeared with the Peoria 
Symphony Orchestra, the Illinois State Wind Symphony, and the Illinois State 
Symphony Orchestra.   She has also appeared as a guest artist on notable solo 
and chamber music recital series, including the Dame Myra Hess Memorial 
Concert Series in Chicago, Chicago Cello Society concerts, Trinity Lutheran 
Recitals, and at universities throughout the Midwest. Currently Principal Cellist 
of the Peoria Symphony Orchestra, she formerly was a member of the 
Minnesota Opera Orchestra, the St. Cloud Symphony, the European Musical 
Festival Orchestra, and Sinfonia da Camera. Ms. Ransom has served on the 
faculty at Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Cloud State University, the MacPhail 
Center for Music in Minneapolis, and the Grumo (Italy) Music Festival. 
 
Pianist Deborah Nemko was named Fulbright Scholar to the Netherlands for 
2014-2015.  She appeared in concert throughout the United States and abroad 
as soloist and collaborative artist. Dr. Nemko has performed in prestigious 
venues including Carnegie Hall as well as the Shanghai Oriental Arts Center, 
China. Reviews of her playing reflect that “if any member of the University of 
Arizona piano faculty has the range and drama to give Brahms its fullest 
treatment it is Deborah Nemko” and describe her “beautiful and incisive 
playing” Tucson Citizen.  Dr. Nemko has given master classes and workshops in 
Taipei, Taiwan and was recognized by the Taipei Times with violinist Annegret 
Klaua for her outreach concert in the remote Taiwanese village of Alisan.  In 
2007 she performed in a concert entitled “When East Meets West” with 
Japanese musicians in the beautiful concert hall of Ina City, Japan.  She is a 
frequent guest artist and presenter and, in conjunction with the University of 
Pennsylvania Design Institute-Paris in the Schola Cantorum in Paris performs a 
program entitled “Le Corbusier and Xenakis’s Methods of Composition and 
Rhythmic Structures, Spanning Between Architecture and Music” with 
University of Pennsylvania faculty.   
 
Dr. Nemko is Professor of Music at Bridgewater State University and faculty 
member of New England Conservatory’s Piano Preparatory and Continuing 
Education Program. Deborah Nemko is a frequent guest artist clinician for the 
piano seminars at New England Conservatory’s Preparatory Program and  
